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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS FOUR GREAT EPICS 

100 Years of Magic: Epic Visions 

Sunday Afternoons, June 4-25, 1995 

Tickets to individual movies are $4, $3 Museum members. 

Unbounded by a proscenium and bigger than a canvas, the cinema has always attracted artists 
enamored of grand size and scope. This has not always been a good thing for audiences — any 
number of filmmakers (even great ones) have made gargantuan, plodding behemoths they called 
epic movies. Over the years, though, there have been a few remarkable artists whose abilities 
have lived up to their sweeping ambitions. June’s installment of 100 Years of Magic, the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s year-long honor roll of history’s greatest movies, is called Epic 
Visions, and consists of four expansive works by four of film’s greatest visionaries. 

Ingmar Bergman’s Fanny and Alexander is an entrancing Christmas pageant that spans 
not only generations within one family but a lifetime’s worth of Bergman’s fears and obsessions. 
In the tradition of novelists Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky, Russians filmmakers don’t just make 
epics — they make epic epics: Andrei Tarkovsky’s Andrei Rublev and Sergei Eisenstein’s Ivan 
the Terrible, each clocking in at over three hours, rival great Russian novels in length, sweep, 
splendor, psychological insight, and metaphysical depth. Finally, Federico Fellini’s La Dolce 
Vita is a three-hour circus of high society follies that won the grand prize at Cannes in 1960 
and gave the world the term paparazzi, referring to the trashy photojoumalists who, usually 
unbidden, document the lives of the rich and famous. 


Sun/4 June, 1:30 pm Fanny and Alexander, Sweden, 
1983, color, subtitles, 197 min. Directed by Ingmar 
Bergman, with Ewa Froling and Erland Josephson. 
Magnificent summation of Bergman’s life and career, 
focusing on the joys, fears, and sorrows of two children 
and their extended family in tum-of-the-century Sweden. 
Oscar winner for Best Foreign Film. 

Sun/11 June, 1:30 pm Andrei Rublev, USSR, 1966, 
b&w/color, subtitles, 185 min. Directed by Andrei 
Tarkovsky. A monk and icon painter in war-tom 15th- 
century Russia renounces speech and art when barbarism 
engulfs society. 35mm scope print! 


Sun/18 June, 1:30 pm Ivan the Terrible, USSR, 1943/ 
46, b&w/color, subtitles, Part 1, 96 min.; Part 2, 88 min. 
Directed by Sergei Eisenstein. Opulent, majestic two- 
part historical saga about Tsar Ivan IV ’s efforts to unite 
Russia and strengthen his power. Music by Prokofiev. 
Part 2 contains Eisenstein’s only color sequence. 

Sun/25 June, 1:30 pm La Dolce Vita, Italy, 1960, b&w, 
subtitles, 175 min. Directed by Federico Fellini, with 
Marcello Mastroianni, Anita Ekberg, and Anouk Aimee. 
A tabloid journalist finds himself both attracted and 
repelled by Rome’s decadent highlife of parties, orgies, 
and hysteria — all captured with great gusto by the late 
Italian maestro. Music by Nino Rota. 35mm scope print! 
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